December 30, 2003

Letters to the Editor

Re:  Initiative to Leave No Child Behind Leaves out Gifted (Dec 29, 2003)

Way back in the dark ages (so my children say) the schools I attended had ‘G” classes for the advanced, regular classes, and special education classes for the slower learners.  Modern educational philosophy said segregation by intelligence hurts the self-esteem of the latter group and introduced mainstreaming, one class for all.  This could not help but to force teachers to teach to the lowest common denominator and to continually water down the curriculum so that all students could excel.

This became evident to my wife and I went our oldest son was in first grade.  Being quick to grasp and understand material, we were shocked to find him being used as an unpaid teacher’s assistant to help those not as quick as he.  The school rationalized the action by saying he was using his abilities to help those less fortunate.  We saw it as pure laziness on part of the school and their not wishing to challenge him.  We shifted acted to change schools to one which did provide a challenging environment for him.

I agree that America needs to raise the education levels of all its citizens, to guarantee the average Joes and Josephinas can read, write, multiply, and have all the skills required for the technically advanced 21st century..  To be blunt, capable Joes are good but what is going to maintain America’s stature as the major economic power on Earth are its best and brightest, its Gifted and Talented students.  These students will win tomorrow’s Nobel Prizes, become the future entrepreneurs who will create and guide the next billion dollar corporations, develop new drugs and medical techniques to increase quality of life and life expectancies, and create future masterpieces of the arts.  If we continue to ignore those special students with special abilities, the world will pass us by.

If American industry can master mass customization, why can’t Education?  If a math whiz can grasp the concepts of Trig in several weeks, why make him or her sit in class for three additional months, bored stiff, unchallenged.  Our next great education challenge should be to provide individualized, specialized instruction to those G&T students, to push them forward at their rate of advancement and not the school’s, and to provide any and all support systems to challenge and encourage their development.  Very simply put, America’s future is riding on it.
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