We are at war.  We have been for over 15 years.  We were in denial until 9/11  That was our generation’s Pearl Harbor.  Last time it was easier . . . Japan, Germany. . . places on a map our nation could understand, commit, and vanquish.  This war, truly the Third World War, is different.  Our enemy in this war is not a county, not a nation-state but a mind-set.  Islamic Fundamentalists.  They could be (and are) everywhere.  They are united in their hatred not only of the West but of any person, place, or thing that does not adhere to the world as they view it or think it ought to be.  Their objective is to destabilize the West, to intimidate and inhibit it to not to interfere and to allow their version of their religion to seize control of the Arab/Muslim world and mold it into a second coming of the great Pan-Arabic empires of the 8th and 9th centuries.


You can take the fight to them where they exist . . . in Iraq, in Afghanistan, to Syria, even Iran. . . or let them control the pace of the conflict and attack whenever and wherever they want (that is let them bring the war to you here).  They have no concern for women or children or civilians nor any value on life (note the practically endless supply of suicide bombers available). Our concern for these non-combatants and the high value we place on each and every life is but another weakness they can exploit.  Critics of the war are falling right into their hands when they claim the war is not worth the life of another US soldier.  Critics of the war and those politicians condemning our actions in the war by their own vocalizations are guilty of encouraging the opposition and furthering US Casualties in the war.  These thugs are not freedom fighters nor militants nor nationalists but terrorists, pure and simple.  To label them as anything else is an injustice to the American people and in effect giving aid and comfort to the enemy.

They will not be bought off; they will not be appeased with anything short of total victory.  Spain and the Philippines withdrew their troops and personnel from Iraq to isolate themselves  (so they think) from further terrorist attacks.  In doing so they actually increased the likelihood of further attacks and threats upon their countries and personnel; since you rolled over before you will be more inclined to do so again; unless you vote against the US in the UN we will attack you again; unless you stop supporting Israel, we will attack you again. And on and on it goes until they end up as virtual puppet states of these fanatics or until such time as the states re-establish sufficient backbone to stand up to these terrorists. Bullies are never appeased by giving in, their malicious activities are encouraged and worsened by appeasement; only standing up to bullies will one ever win against them.


We must accept the fact we are at war.  During the 90s these same terrorists attacked us without reprisal (USS Cole, Saudi Arabia bombings, our embassies, the first World Trade Center incident).  Our non-response did not protect us from 9/11 but only encouraged further, heightened actions.  This war will end in only one of two ways:  the US retreating back emasculated to its shores to stick its head into the sand hoping they will not hurt us again or 2) the hunting down indiscriminately and without recourse any and all terrorists and terrorist organizations anywhere in the world, to eliminate this threat once and for all, and to establish the precedent that the US will not ever again stand idly by and allow terrorism to raise its ugly face again.  


We are at war.  It will not be a short war. It will not be an easy war. We must not fight it expecting it to be a quick or bloodless conflict.  We will have casualties and must accept the fact we will have many more before it is over. We must maintain the will to see the war to the final, inevitable conclusion.  Anything less and they will have won.

